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PANORAMIC VIEW OF NORTH HALF OF BUSINESS DISTRICT OF PHOENIX
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Citrus Orchards Thrive on Salt River Valley Lands
niDEALGONDITIONS

lowing figures are based on actual ex-

perience in this valley and are ap-

proximately right as near as can be
figured: ,

Land per acre (approximately) .$200.00
Trees, 99 to acre 99.00
First cost, preparing land, ditch-

ing, etc. 15.00
Planting trees, per acre 9.00
Tree protection 4.50

hibits. as will as the commendation
of leading horticulturists of the coun-
try, for the excellence and superior
grade of the stock and the careful
methods of hud and stock selection.

This prestige among nurseries has
been attained in part by the extreme
care in the selection of buds, as well
as root stock and is one of the reasons
for the exceptionally strong healthy,
vigorous young trees. It is a positive

the cast broke all previous selling rec-

ords for price and established a record
which has nevex yet been beaten.

There are several large and pros-
perous nurseries in the Salt River val-
iey where citrus buds are raised for
the general market. Included in these
is the C. I. Helm nursery situated at
the foot of Camelbaek mountain. It
is described by Mr. Helm as follows:

I'nder the shadow of the Salt River
valley's most picturesque and strik-

ing landmark Camelback mountain

in the very heart of the "North Side"
citrus district, where nature has been
most lavish with her gifts, furnishing
soil of extreme richness especially
suited to citrus culture where the
sleeping CHin'l guards and protects
from killing frosts lies Helm's Nur-
sery, which specializes on citrus trees,
o'ive trees and date palms. This
nursery was established in 1909 and is
larger than all other citrus, date plam
and olive nurswies in Arizona com-
bined and has won many prizes for ex- -

much in favor with local growers be-
cause competition with the Florida
markets and produce is keener and
more pronounced.

The marketing of the Arizona
orange and grapefruit is the most sim-
ple of the many items which must be
taken into consideration in their grow-
ing. The oranges in this state ripen
on the trees several weeks in advance
of the California and Florida fruit. In
November Arizona oranges are seeking
their way to eastern markets and are
on display for the Thanksgiving and
Christmas purchasers long before
fruits from other markets are ripe. The
California and Florida product reaches
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f'ontim;ed on page eight.)Total cost to start $327.50
Cost per year, peracre, for main-

tenance:
Water for irrigation $ 1.50
Labor .' 30.00
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alley good citrus lands may be se-

emed for .;bout S2y0 per acre and
upward where water for irrigation is
assured an'! where other farms have BankGlendalethe

the markets in New York and Chi-
cago after the first of the year as a
.rule, after the more desirable of the
Arizona fruit has been sold. The price
received for the Arizona fruit is also
far above that received for the Cali-

fornia or Florida fruit. The average
price for all oranges, including culls,
tor Arizona one year recently in the
eastern markets, was more than $3
per hix. The California average price
for the Fame year was half this sum
and the Florida average for the same
period even ismaller. on one occasion
one shipment of Arizona oranges in

WW- -

Total $31.50
After the installation three years

must1 be allowed before the first tree
bears. The cost of maintenance per
acre during the second and third
years is about the same as the cost
for the first year. These costs are
all based on actual experience and
are figures obtained from a successful
orange grower of this district.

On the bearing season of the fourth
year the first dividends of the orchard
are declared when the trees" bear from
one-four- to one-thir- d of a box to
each tree or a total of 22 to 27 boxes
for the entire acre. With a market
at from $3.00 to $6.50 pi box this marks
the first actual cash received from the
original pullay.

Yearly, then, after the fourth year
the yield of the trees will increase
until the trees have reached their ma-
turity when they will produce in full.
They are in full bearing at from 10
to 20 years and continue for many
more year.

Young budded trees for the estab-
lishment of orchards may be secured
from any one of half-doze- n or more
good nurseries in this district. Propa-
gation is generally made from Florida
sour oranges for a root stock with
generally the Washington Naval and
Valencia, the Mediterranean sweet or
the Malta blood. Grapefruits bear
more heavily than oranges in this dis-
trict at an earlier age, but are not so
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Climatic conditions. atmospheric
and soil conditions, location, irrigation,
altitude, low costs of installation and
mantenance-reve- ry condition of the
Salt River valiey from every stand-
point is favorable to the production of
citrus fruits, especially of oranges,
olives, dates and grape fruit. Nowhere
in the I'nited States are conditions
mure favorable for this industry. Ex-
perience of past years has proved this
beyond fact, and the large acreage in
citrus fruits which has been planted
in this valley in the past two seasons
is clinching testimony as to the merits
of the valley.

Ideal conditions exist for the man
wishing to start in the citius fruit
industries. The price ot land is one
of the most enticing :nd inviting of
those conditions. Proved orange and
gr'pe fruit lands in California and
Florida, where crops are not more
insured than in the Salt River val-
ley, are held at a much higher price
tnan the lands of this district. In
.iddition the fertility of the Salt
River valley lands is proven oevond
ftuet'on ai d the citrur grove in this
district grows with strength and per-
ceptible speed.

Inflated prices in California bring
the acreage of citrus farms to a fab-
ulous sum. In this district, especially
in the citrus belt at the base of
v.rtfnci I'ac; wheie the ma-,1- oi

portion of tiie citrus fruit of the
valley is grown, lands for the instal-
lation of orange and grapefruit may
be secured at a mere trifle as com-
pared with other districts. In this

been in operation for several years
past. V ith the water for irigation
comes another item which cannot lie
had readily in other districts power
for heating and lighting generated by
the water in power plants installed
on the canal system which radintes
throughout the valley.

The altitude of the valley 1,000 to
1,300 feet above sea level is another
of the advantages accrueing to the
prospective grower of citrus fruits in
the valley. Protection of high moun-
tains about the .district cuts off all
high winds and small frosts are ex-
perienced in the citrus belt. In the
past several years only one really
killing fcost has injured ' materially
the citrus growers of the valley. This
same frost damaged the citrus groves
of California to an even greater ex-
tent.

Drainage conditions throughout the
valley are good. The lands have a
slight gradient which makes irrigation
and draining possible with the least
expenditure of energy. In addition the
soil is of such a nature that underly-
ing strata absorbs all extra water and
"water logged" land is practically un-
known in all districts where citrus
fruit is grown.

The cost of establishing a fruit or-
chard in the citrus belt is compara-
tively light and with a small capital
a good start in the orange industry
can be had. Estimates, of course, are
inaccurate of necessity, but the fol- -
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This Plant, Installed by the Charter Gas Engine Company on a Ranch Near
Higley, Arizona, is One of Many Similar Plants in this County

For twenty years the Pioneer
Trust and Produce House has

'(maintained its supremacy.
Nearly one thousand satisfied
dealers are our clients.
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